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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

The attention of the Examiner is invited to the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449. These references were previously considered in earlier filed U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/454,533, filed December 6, 1999, now US Patent 6,610,824, which is a 
continuation of Application No. 08/892,549, filed July 14, 1997, now US Patent No. 5,998,367, 
which is a divisional of Application No. 08/447,849, filed May 23, 1995, now US Patent No. 
5,686,41 1, which is a continuation of Application No. 07/794,266, filed November 19, 1991, 
now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of Application No. 07/667,040, filed March 8, 
1991, upon which the instant application relies on for an earlier effective filing date under 35 
U.S.C. 120. Applicants further submit that the references filed in the Information Disclosure 
Statement in the earlier applications complied with 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(a)-(c). Accordingly, 
Applicants submit that under 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(d)(l)-(2), copies of the listed references need not be 
provided. However, the Examiner is requested to notify the Applicants should he/she require a 
copy of any or all of the listed references. 
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It is respectfully requested that the information above be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to issuance of the 
first action on the merits of the above-captioned application, no certification or fee is required. 



Date: April 26. 2004 

ARNOLD & PORTER LLP 
555 Twelfth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-1206 
(202) 942-5000 telephone 
(202) 942-5999 facsimile 



Respectfully submitted, 




David R. Marsh (Reg. No. 41,408) 
Milan M. Vinnola (Reg. No. 45,979) 
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